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CHAPTER 150

GOVERNMENT - SPECIAL DISTRICTS

HOUSE BILL 99-1268

BY REPRESENTATIVES Decker and Mace;
also SENATOR Evans.

AN ACT

CONCERNING SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 32-1-305.5 (4), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

32-1-305.5. Organizational election - new special district - first directors.
(4) A nomination for dlrector to serve for e|ther term may be made by WH-EEGH

SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM OR LETTER, AS PROVIDED IN SECTION
32-1-804.3, WITH THE TIME AND MANNER OF FILING SUCH FORM OR LETTER AS
DIRECTED IN THE ORDER OF THE DISTRICT COURT AUTHORIZING THE ELECTION.

SECTION 2. 32-1-701 (2), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

32-1-701. Initiation - petition - procedure. (2) (a) Theboard, promptly andin
goodfaith, shall alsotakethe necessary stepsto dissolvethe special district whenever
thelesser of five percent of the eligible electors or two hundred fifty eligible electors
or, incase of special districtslarger than twenty-five thousand persons, three percent
of theeligible electors of the district or the division file an application with the board
to dissolve the special district pursuant to the provisions of thispart 7. In that case
the board shall file a petition for dissolution with the court within sixty days after the
date of filing of the application by the eligible electors. The petition for dissolution
shall request an election and shall include a report on the stepswhich have beentaken
to comply with the requirements of section 32-1-702. The board, at thetimeit files

Capital lettersindicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words indicate deletions
from existing statutes and such material not part of act.



Ch. 150 Government - Special Districts

a petition for dissolution pursuant to this subsection (2), may request that the
proceedings under sections 32-1-703 and 32-1-704 be continued until further
progress has been made in complying with the requirements of section 32-1-702.

(b) NOAPPLICATION TODISSOLVEA SPECIAL DISTRICT SHALL BECIRCULATED UNTIL
ITHASBEEN APPROVED ASFOLLOWING ASNEARLY PRACTICABLE THE REQUIREMENTS
OF SECTION 31-11-106, C.R.S., FOR MUNICIPAL PETITIONS. THE APPLICATION SHALL
BE SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SPECIAL
DISTRICT. THE SECRETARY SHALL APPROVE THE APPLICATION ASTO FORM ORNOTIFY
THE PERSON WHO SUBMITTED THEAPPLICATION OF ANY DEFICIENCIESIN THE FORM OF
THE APPLICATION BY THE CLOSE OF THE FIFTEENTH BUSINESS DAY FOLLOWING THE
SUBMISSION OF SUCH APPLICATION. THE SECRETARY SHALL MAIL WRITTEN NOTICE OF
THE APPROVAL OR DEFICIENCIES TO THE PERSON WHO SUBMITTED THE APPLICATION
WITHIN TWO DAY SAFTER THE DATE THE ACTION IS TAKEN.

(c) ANY SIGNATURE THAT ISAFFIXED TO AN APPLICATION TO DISSOLVE A SPECIAL
DISTRICT PRIOR TO THE DATE THAT THE WRITTEN APPROVAL NOTICE IS MAILED
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (b) OF THIS SUBSECTION (2) SHALL BE INVALID.

(d) NO APPLICATION TO DISSOLVE A SPECIAL DISTRICT FILED BY THE ELIGIBLE
ELECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH (a) OF THIS SUBSECTION (2) SHALL BE
ACCEPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORSOF SUCH DISTRICT MORE THAN NINETY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE THAT THE WRITTEN APPROVAL NOTICE IS MAILED PURSUANT TO
PARAGRAPH (b) OF THIS SUBSECTION (2).

SECTION 3. Part 8 of article 1 of title 32, Colorado Revised Statutes, isamended
BY THE ADDITION OF THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTIONS to read:

32-1-804.1. Call for nominations. NOT LESS THAN SEVENTY-FIVE DAY S NOR
MORE THAN NINETY DAYS BEFORE A REGULAR SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTION, THE
DESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL SHALL PROVIDE NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF A CALL
FORNOMINATIONSFOR THE ELECTION. THECALL SHALL STATE THE SPECIAL DISTRICT
DIRECTOROFFICESTOBE VOTED UPON AT THE ELECTION, WHEREA SELF-NOMINATION
AND ACCEPTANCE FORM MAY BE OBTAINED, THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING THE
SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM TO THE DESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL,
AND INFORMATION ON OBTAINING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT.

32-1-804.3. Candidatesfor director - self-nomination and acceptance form.
(1) NOTLESSTHAN SIXTY-SEVEN DAY SBEFORE THE DATE OF THE REGULAR SPECIAL
DISTRICT ELECTION, ANY PERSON WHO DESIRES TO BE A CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE
OF A SPECIAL DISTRICT DIRECTOR SHALL FILE A SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE
FORM OR LETTER SIGNED BY THE CANDIDATE AND BY A REGISTERED ELECTOR AS A
WITNESS TO THE SIGNATURE OF THE CANDIDATE.

(2) ON THE DATE OF SIGNING THE SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM OR
LETTER, A CANDIDATE FORDIRECTOR SHALL BEAN ELIGIBLE ELECTOR OF THE SPECIAL
DISTRICT, IF THE DISTRICT IS DIVIDED INTO DIRECTOR DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED
PURSUANT TO SECTION 32-1-301 (2) (f), THE CANDIDATE SHALL BE AN ELIGIBLE
ELECTOR WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE DIRECTOR DISTRICT IN WHICH THE
CANDIDATE IS RUNNING FOR OFFICE.
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(3) A SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM THAT ISNOT SUFFICIENT MAY BE
AMENDED ONCE AT ANY TIME PRIOR TO 3 P.M. ON THE SIXTY-SEVENTH DAY BEFORE
THE ELECTION.

(4) THE SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM OR LETTER SHALL STATE THE
NAME OF THE SPECIAL DISTRICT IN WHICH THE ELECTION WILL BE HELD, THE SPECIAL
DISTRICT DIRECTOR OFFICESOUGHT BY THECANDIDATE, THETERM OF OFFICE SOUGHT
IF MORE THAN ONE LENGTH OF A DIRECTOR'S TERM IS TO BE VOTED UPON AT THE
ELECTION, THE DATE OF THE ELECTION, AND THE FULL NAME OF THE CANDIDATE AS
ITISTOAPPEARON THEBALLOT. UNLESSPHYSICALLY UNABLE, ALL CANDIDATESAND
WITNESSESSHALL SIGN THEIROWN SIGNATUREAND SHALL PRINT THEIRNAMES, THEIR
RESPECTIVERESIDENCE ADDRESSES, INCLUDING THE STREET NUMBERAND NAME, THE
CITY ORTOWN, THE COUNTY, TELEPHONE NUMBER, AND THE DATE OF SIGNATURE ON
THE SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM OR LETTER.

(5) THE SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM OR LETTER SHALL BE FILED
WITH THE DESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL OR, IF NONE HAS BEEN DESIGNATED, THE
PRESIDING OFFICER OR THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SPECIAL
DISTRICT IN WHICH THE ELECTION WILL BE HELD.

(6) THE SELF-NOMINATION AND ACCEPTANCE FORM ORLETTERSHALL BEVERIFIED
AND PROCESSED SUBSTANTIALLY AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 1-4-908, C.R.S. A
PROTEST ON SUCH A FORM OR LETTER SHALL BE DETERMINED SUBSTANTIALLY AS
PROVIDED IN SECTIONS 1-4-909 AND 1-4-911, C.R.S. CURE OF SUCH A FORM OR
LETTER SHALL BE ALLOWED SUBSTANTIALLY ASPROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 1-4-912,
C.RS.

SECTION 4. 1-4-503, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

1-4-503. Method of nomination for nonpartisan candidates. EXCEPT AS
PROVIDED FOR THE NOMINATION OF SPECIAL DISTRICT DIRECTORS IN SECTION
32-1-804.3,C.R.S., nominationsfor all el ected nonpartisanlocal government officials
shall be by petition for nomination as provided in part 8 of this article.

SECTION 5. Repeal. 1-4-804, Colorado Revised Statutes, is repeded as
follows:

1-4-804. Petitions for nominating nonpartisan special district directors.
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SECTION 6. 1-5-304, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

1-5-304. Listsof property owners. (1) For eectionswhere owning property in
the political subdivisionis arequirement for voting in the election, no later than the
fortieth day preceding the date of the schedul ed nonpartisan el ection, the designated
election official shall order the list of property owners from the county assessor.
EXCEPT ASOTHERWISE REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (2) OF THISSECTION, the county
assessor shall certify and deliver aninitial list of all recorded owners of taxable real
and personal property within the palitical subdivision nolater thanthirty daysbefore
the election. The supplemental list for the palitical subdivision shall be provided no
later than twenty days before the election and shall contain the names and addresses
of all recorded ownerswho have become ownerswithin the period sincetheinitial list
of property owners was provided. The cost for the lists shall be assessed by the
county assessors and paid by the palitical subdivision holding the election. The fee
for furnishing thelistsshall be nolessthan twenty-five dollarsfor both lists nor more
than one cent for each name contained on the lists, whichever is greater.

(2) THE DESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL OF A SPECIAL DISTRICT MAY ORDER THE
LIST DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION OF ALL RECORDED OWNERS OF
TAXABLE REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE SPECIAL DISTRICT AS OF THE
THIRTIETH DAY BEFORETHE ELECTION WITH A SUPPLEMENTARY LIST TOBEPROVIDED
ON THE TWENTIETH DAY BEFORE THE ELECTION, OR THE DESIGNATED ELECTION
OFFICIAL MAY ORDER A COMPLETE LIST AS OF THE TWENTIETH DAY BEFORE THE
ELECTION.

SECTION 7. 1-6-105 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended, and the said
1-6-105 is further amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION, to
read:

1-6-105. Appointment of election judgesfor electionsnot coor dinated by the
county clerk and recorder. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED FOR SPECIAL DISTRICT
ELECTIONSIN SUBSECTION (1.5) OF THISSECTION, no later than forty-five daysbefore
theregular election, the governing body with authority to call €l ections shall appoint
election judges for the political subdivision. The term of office of election judges
shall be two years from the date of appointment.

(1.5) NO LATER THAN FORTY-FIVE DAYS BEFORE A REGULAR SPECIAL DISTRICT
ELECTION, THEDESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL SHALL APPOINT ELECTION JUDGESFOR
THE SPECIAL DISTRICT UNLESSOTHERWISE DIRECTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORSOF
SUCH DISTRICT.

SECTION 8. 1-10-201 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended, and the said
1-10-201 isfurther amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION, to
read:

1-10-201. Canvassersfor nonpartisan elections. (1) Except as provided FOR
SPECIAL DISTRICTSIN SUBSECTION (1.5) OF THISSECTION AND in section 1-10-202, at
least fifteen days before any nonpartisan election, the governing body which called
the e ection shall appoint at least one member of the governing body and at least one
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digible dector of the political subdivision who is not a member of the governing
body to assist the designated el ection official in the survey of returns. The persons
so appointed and the designated election official constitute the board of canvassers
for the election.

(1.5) UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF A SPECIAL
DISTRICT, AT LEAST FIFTEEN DAY SBEFORE ANY REGULAR SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTION,
THE DESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL SHALL APPOINT AT LEAST ONE MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF SUCH DISTRICT AND AT LEAST ONE ELIGIBLE ELECTOR OF THE SPECIAL
DISTRICT WHO IS NOT A MEMBER OF SUCH BOARD TO ASSIST THE DESIGNATED
ELECTION OFFICIAL IN THE SURVEY OF RETURNS. THE PERSONS SO APPOINTED AND
THE DESIGNATED ELECTION OFFICIAL CONSTITUTE THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR
THE ELECTION.

SECTION 9. 32-13-104.5 (1) (b) (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

32-13-104.5. Additional district area - Douglascounty. (1) Inadditiontothe
areas described in section 32-13-104, the area of Douglas county that is not included
in the Denver metropalitan scientific and cultural facilities district may be included
inthe district if the following requirements are met:

(b) Anéelectionis held and conducted in accordance with articles 1 to 13 of title
1, C.R.S,, and the following requirements:

() Thedectionisheld at the general electionin 1998, 2000, or 2002, OR AT THE
ODD-YEAR ELECTION IN 1999 OR 2001, as determined by intergovernmental
agreement of the governing bodies of all municipalities that include portions of the
area proposed to beincluded in the district and the board of county commissioners of
Douglas county;

SECTION 10. 1-11-103 (3), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

1-11-103. Certificates of election for nonpartisan, ballot issue, or ballot
question elections. (3) Theresultsof a special district election shall be certified to
the division of local government within ferty-five THIRTY days after the eection as
provided in section 32-1-104 (1), C.R.S. If an election is cancelled, the notice and
a copy of the resolution of cancellation shall be filed with the division of local
government.

SECTION 11. Effectivedate. Thisact shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. onthe day
following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final adjournment of the
general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum petition pursuant to
articleV, section 1 (3) of the state constitution; except that, if a referendum petition
isfiled against this act or anitem, section, or part of thisact within such period, then
the act, item, section, or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date
of the official declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.

Approved: April 30, 1999



